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Anthropology
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Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Anthropology and Its Theories

1  Anthropology is a comparative science, seeking to unravel the variety and
complexity of human life. The word anthropology was originally derived from
Greek words dnthropos meaning “human”, and logos “study”. It is a broad
discipline encompassing diverse concerns stretching under other fields. In the
s United States, anthropology is usually divided into four branches: sociocultural
anthropology, biological anthropology, archaeology, and linguistics. However,
in Britain, archaeology is more often categorized under history, and linguistics
under language.
2 Anthropology appeared as a distinct science only in the second half of the
10 nineteenth century, about the same time as other social sciences. In its earliest
days, anthropology studied “primitive” cultures, in contrast to the “advanced”
cultures of Europe. Anthropologists then were “armchair anthropologists”,
analyzing “second-hand” materials collected by missionaries, traders, and
travelers. These provided precious data, but are nevertheless a “patchy”
15 collection of accounts from a biased western point of view. In other words, the
analyses were based upon a European presumption of superiority.
3 The first theory of anthropology, evolutionism was proposed in mid-1800s
by an American anthropologist Henry Morgan. Charles Darwin’s evolutionary
theory was becoming known at this time. Morgan claimed that all societies too,
20 would evolve from a primitive stage to eventually civilized ones, like those in the
West. Evolutionists used technology, kinship, religion, and marriage practices
as some criteria to allocate a particular spot on the evolutionary path. Morgan
divided this path into three stages: savagery, barbarianism, and finally, civilization.
4  However, in the early twentieth century, the evolutionists’ Euro-centered
25 view was challenged by cultural relativism. This was proposed by Franz
Boas, and it regards all cultures as unique and cannot be judged by European
standards, and should be comprehended relative to their own terms. To put
it differently, there is no universal truth, and nothing is wrong as long as
its culture justifies it. Boas insisted that anthropological pursuits must be
3 “participant observation,” living among the indigenous peoples to learn their
customs and beliefs. He lived with the Inuit in Canada and the natives of the
Pacific Northwest.
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5  Then, in order to better categorize social systems, structuralism was
proposed by a French anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss. He argued that
cultures can be analyzed as patterns of social systems, or “structures”. He
was inspired by works of Ferdinand de Saussure, a Swiss structural linguist.
Saussure’s concept of “signifier” (what refers) and “signified” (what is referred s
to) claimed a culture’s vocabulary reflects its structure. Later, structuralism
was criticized for ignoring individual elements. Post-structuralism builds upon
structuralism, but argues cultural elements to be dynamic rather than universal

and predictable. A Palestinian American academic Edward Said also had a
post-structural approach and criticized the West's contemptuous stereotype of 10
the East in his Orientalism. Both structural and post-structural approaches are
still of theoretical influence today.

6  Traditionally, anthropologists have been fascinated by societies that are
very different from their own, and have tended to study isolated communities.

N While this is still common, today many are increasingly turning toward 15
communities inter-related with others. [E]l While the definition of participant-
observation can vary in these studies, modern information technology
revolutionized the methodologies and created a new term, digital anthropology.
Those who are unconnected in real life form a certain social group only on

the Internet, which may be of social significance. [1} 20

Answer the questions

1. According to paragraph 2, armchair anthropologists usually would
(A) analyze materials in a second-hand armchair
(B) make use of someone else’s data rather than go out on field work
(C) study cultures as missionaries, traders, and travelers to collect data
(D) provide a precious but patchy collection of accounts from a biased western
point of view

Unitl 3
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2. According to the passage, what aspects of evolutionism were criticized by
cultural relativism? Choose two choices.
[A] That it claimed cultures should not be judged by the European standards
[B] That it had a sense of superiority
[C] That it has no universal truth, and its culture justifies every practice
[D] That any society would follow the exactly the same pattern of transition

3. The word contemptuous in paragraph 5 is closest in meaning to:
(A) disdainful
(B) contemptible
(C) sumptuous
(D) contentious

4. Which of the following is NOT a distinctive feature of structuralism and post-
structuralism?
(A) It was built on the theories of Lévi-Strauss and Saussure.
(B) Tt proposed to analyze cultures in terms of social system patterns.
(C) It asserts that a culture’s vocabulary reflects its structure.
(D) It is critical of the Western stereotype of the East.

5. What can be inferred from paragraph 5 to be the most important concept of
post-structuralism in comparison to structuralism?

(A) the attitude which condemns Western superiority

(B) the tendency to ignore individual elements when social structures are
analyzed

(C) the notion that a culture should be analyzed individually, instead of
applying a set of existing patterns

(D) the approaches that are still of theoretical influence today

6. There is a missing sentence in paragraph 6. The paragraph shows four squares
(A, B, C, and D) that indicate where the following sentence can be added to the
passage.

Some, for example, may examine a task force in a corporation, or some
LGBT community on social media.

Where would the sentence best fit?
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Conversation
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Listen to a conversation between a student and a university employee. /I 2 I\
)

{3\

1. What are the speakers mainly discussing? b
(A) What kind of facilities this sports complex has
(B) How to pay for the membership fee and for a class
(C) Inquiry about memberships and lessons
(D) Registration to work as a swimming instructor

2. Why doesn’'t the woman need a pen to register?
(A) The university employee has one to lend her.
(B) Registration will not involve writing with a pen.
(C) She will use the keyboard to write.
(D) She has decided not to register.

3. Why does the man laugh at the woman’s question?
(A) The woman showed him something funny.
(B) The woman was too miserable and hopeless to take the lesson.
(C) The woman humorously exaggerated her ability.
(D) The woman pretended to be swimming.

Unit 1
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4. What would be the most economical membership to choose for a student using
the complex about 15 times a semester?
(A) pay-as-you-go membership
(B) semesterly membership
(C) yearly membership
(D) break membership

5. What will the student likely do now?
(A) take a swimming test to see her level
(B) finish the registration and pay the membership fee
(C) wait for a swimming instructor
(D) look around the complex
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