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“Rip Van Winkle”

Washington Irving (1783-1859)
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“Rip Van Winkle” (1819)
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1) knoll
2) recall
3) frolic

4) scramble
5) toilsome
6) ravine

7) precipice
8) famished

9) acquainted

« (a) involving hard or tedious work
* (b) a deep narrow valley with steep sides
» (¢ ) done without conscious control

. (g) hot close with someone, but having met a few
times before

* (&) a small round hill

* (f) extremely hungry

* (g) a very steep side of a high rock, mountain, or cliff
* (h) to remember something

(i) to move quickly, especially with difficulty, using
your hand to help you

10) involuntarily * (j) aplayful and lively movement or activity

SR AR

=== F R [y

On waking, he found himself on the green knoll whence
he had first seen the old man of the glen. He rubbed his
eyes—it was a bright sunny morning. The birds were hopping
and twittering among the bushes, and the eagle was wheeling

s aloft, and breasting the pure mountain breeze. “Surely,”
thought Rip, “I have not slept here all night.” He recalled
the occurrences before he fell asleep. The strange man with
a keg of liquor— the mountain ravine—the wild retreat
among the rocks—the woe-begone party at nine-pins—the

10 flagon—*“Oh! that flagon! that wicked flagon!” thought
Rip—“what excuse shall I make to Dame Van Winkle?”

He looked round for his gun, but in place of the clean,
well-oiled fowling-piece, he found an old firelock lying by
him, the barrel incrusted with rust, the lock falling off, and

15 the stock worm-eaten. He now suspected that the grave
roysterers of the mountain had put a trick upon him, and
having dosed him with liquor, had robbed him of his gun.
Wolf, too, had disappeared, but he might have strayed away

8  Let’s Learn English from American Literature IV
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after a squirrel or partridge. He whistled after him and 1 partridge:¥<v
shouted his name, but all in vain; the echoes repeated his ;;0);,;; VRO
whistle and shout, but no dog was to be seen.
He determined to revisit the scene of the last evening’s
s gambol, and if he met with any of the party, to demand his 5 gambol [E5 17
dog and gun. As he rose to walk, he found himself stiff in
the joints, and wanting in his usual activity. “These mountain
beds do not agree with me,” thought Rip, “and if this frolic
should lay me up with a fit of the rheumatism, I shall have a
10 blessed time with Dame Van Winkle.” With some difficulty
he got down into the glen: he found the gully up whichhe 11 gully hig#!
and his companion had ascended the preceding evening; but
to his astonishment a mountain stream was now foaming
down it, leaping from rock to rock, and filling the glen with
15 babbling murmurs. He, however, made shift to scramble
up its sides, working his toilsome way through thickets of  16-17 thickets--hazel
birch, sassafras, and witch-hazel, and sometimes tripped up r—ﬁ?;:;;:jx%
or entangled by the wild grape vines that twisted their coils .
and tendrils from tree to tree, and spread a kind of network
20 in his path.
At length he reached to where the ravine had opened
through the cliffs to the amphitheatre; but no traces of such 22 amphitheatre [ [

opening remained. The rocks presented a high impenetrable I
. . . 22-23 no traces---re-
wall, over which the torrent came tumbling in a sheet of mained [ (3713

25 feathery foam, and fell into a broad deep basin, black from To) OO
the shadows of the surrounding forest. Here, then, poor Rip 2o TR
. . . 24 tumbling L 5&%
was brought to a stand. He again called and whistled after his R
dog; he was only answered by the cawing of a flock of idle
crows, sporting high in air about a dry tree that overhung a
30 sunny precipice; and who, secure into their elevation, seemed
to look down and scoff at the poor man’s perplexities. What
was to be done? The morning was passing away, and Rip felt
famished for want of his breakfast. He grieved to give up
his dog and gun; he dreaded to meet his wife; but it would
35 not do to starve among the mountains. He shook his head,
shouldered the rusty firelock, and, with a heart full of trouble

CHAPTER 1 Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” 9
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and anxiety, turned his steps homeward.
As he approached the village he met a number of people,
but none whom he knew, which somewhat surprised him,
for he had thought himself acquainted with every one in the
s country round. Their dress, too, was of a different fashion
from that to which he was accustomed. They all stared at him
with equal marks of surprise, and whenever they cast their
eyes upon him, invariably stroked their chins. The constant  8-9 The constant--
recurrence of this gesture, induced Rip, involuntarily, to do ;h‘;ﬁie:t;‘z L *(Ti\
10 the same, when, to his astonishment, he found his beard had 5 Zﬁ b %T: LrE

grown a foot long! BL. 20#%. Vv 7
bEMELTENE
2oThbo

1. Rip looked round for his gun and could find the fowling-piece
successfully. (TorF)

2. He whistled after the dog, and shouted its name, but no dog
was to be seen. (TorF)

3. When he rose to walk to find the place of the last party, he
found no problems concerning his body condition. (TorF)

4. Finally he could reach to where the ravine had opened through
the cliffs to the amphitheatre. (TorF)

5. As he approached the village, he met a number of people whose
dresses were familiar to him. (TorF)

10 Let’s Learn English from American Literature IV
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. When Rip recalled the occurrences before he fell asleep, whom did
he remember firstly?

a) A strange woman of the glen.

b) A strange boy of the glen.

¢) A strange old man of the glen.

d) A strange young man of the glen.

. Why did Rip think that he had to excuse Dame Van Winkle?
a) He couldn’t find any games.

b) He didn’t return home the last night.

¢) He slept in the forest.

d) He drank a lot of sake.

. When he found the gully up which he and the party had ascended
the preceding night, what did he find?

a) He found a mountain stream was foaming down.

b) He found a mountain stream was flowing flatly.

¢) He found a mounting stream was flowing up.

d) He couldn’t find a mountain stream.

. When he reached to where the ravine had opened to the amphitheatre,
he called his dog’s name. What answered him then?

a) A flock of birches.

b) A flock of crows.

¢) A flock of wild dogs.

d) A group of people.

. At the entrance of his village, he met a number of people. When their
gestures induced him to do the same, he found his beard had grown
a foot long. What did they do?

a) They stroked their beards.

b) They stroked their heads.

¢) They stroked their arms.

d) They stroked their chins.

CHAPTER 1 Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle” 11
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. I( ) not slept here all night.
a) have b) am ¢) will d) can

. He now suspected that the grave roysterers of the mountain had put
atrick () him.
a) of b) off ¢) upon d) at

. Wolf, too, had disappeared, but he ( ) have strayed away after a
squirrel or partridge.
a) may b) would ¢ did d) might

. () some difficuity he got down into the glen;
a) On b) By ¢) With d)In

. He dreaded to meet his wife; butit( ) not do to starve among the

mountains.
a) will b) would c)is d) has

. As he approached the village, he met a number of people, but none
of () he knew.
a) who b) whom ¢) what d) which

. ZOPREL, EARDY v THRT TES D7 DITRBITIEV L o~ RLE
ﬁ%of:k\/\:)\ u‘b@éﬁgj“%ﬁ?%éo

. ChiE BARO GERKRR] & XPZETHY, #RITIZ T —< i IP7-EE
PHEAETLHLEV)ZLO—HITH 5,
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“Civil Disobedience”

(&=L E8 Henry David Thoreau (1817-62)

va—lt, v Fa—tkyvMara—-FcETh,
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A0, HEOHFEZLAYLTW S, FORTIZ
FELSNVT - TRV ORIFEARRBTFEEVALELT
B /-2 LT AR AR ERICHEE T 5, 1845
FTA4HIC, ava—FoT+V7 VB NER /2
T TAEOREM HRFRLNELI2] LIPS
h, —A2E2PA%BREBERTEWZEo/2D LT
BT L7z, £ DR OSBRI ED L] (Walden, -
or Life in the Woods, 1854) TH b, Zhid. & | %
HEROEBRMLGHELCTAAT TR BEETRA |
Fx— -+ FA741 7] OEBHEMRELEMTIONT
Vb flsich, [ara—Filk 2~y 2)ilo—HEHE]
(A Week on the Concord and the Merrimack Rivers, 1849) .1 2 1 D %] (The
Maine Woods, 1864) IR INBZLOBREBELEI DS,

“Cjvil Disobedience” (1866)

[TRONERSE . 1849 FICHEEMLFL LT HRBUIF~DORH ] (Resistance to
Civil Government) &\ ) F4 MV THEEL. 1866 FiZ [HROFRKE ! ICSES
NERIEICB SN/, 1846 F£ 7 HiZ, EBRICAER (REZHREESEICETH)
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e bT BEETH) LI TN RETLI LIRSV ETPVERIELG LEIT 72,
REVPRING O EEE Lo 72720 — TR SN0 OB ~DIRFEOR
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1) institution + < (a) a thing that blocks progress

3) threat » « (c) an expression of praise

4) compliment * < (d) give penalty for crimes or sins
5) blunder  + (&) lacking in strength

6) meditation + + (f) grow or develop

8) punish ¢ + (h) thinking deeply in silence
9) inert ¢ (i) abig mistake

2) confine « « (b) keep someone within the limits of space

7) hindrance * < (g) an established organization; government

| 10) flourish » «(j) astatement of an intention to give damage
L

(== o s —

I have paid no poll-tax for six years. I was put into

a jail once on this account, for one night; and, as I stood
considering the walls of solid stone, two or three feet thick,
the door of wood and iron, a foot thick, and the iron grating

s which strained the light, I could not help being struck with the
foolishness of that institution which treated me as if I were
mere flesh and blood and bones, to be locked up. I wondered
that it should have concluded at length that this was the best
use it could put me to, and had never thought to avail itself

10 of my services in some way. [ saw that, if there was a wall
of stone between me and my townsmen, there was a still
more difficult one to climb or break through, before they
could get to be as free as [ was. I did not for a moment feel
confined, and the walls seemed a great waste of stone and
15 mortar. I felt as if T alone of all my townsmen had paid my
tax. They plainly did not know how to treat me, but behaved
like persons who are underbred. In every threat and in every
compliment there was a blunder; for they thought that my
chief desire was to stand the other side of that stone wall.

14 Let’s Learn English from American Literature IV
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I could not but smile to see how industriously they locked
the door on my meditations, which followed them out again
without let or hindrance, and they were really all that was
dangerous. As they could not reach me, they had resolved to
s punish my body; just as boys, if they cannot come at some
person against whom they have a spite, will abuse his dog.
I saw that the State was half-witted, that it was timid as a
lone woman with her silver spoons, and that it did not know
its friends from its foes, and I lost all my remaining respect
10 for it, and pitied it.

Thus the State never intentionally confronts a man’s
sense, intellectual or moral, but only his body, his senses. It
is not armed with superior wit or honesty, but with superior
physical strength. I was not born to be forced. I will breathe

15 after my own fashion. Let us see who is the strongest. What
force has a multitude? They only can force me who obey a
higher law than I. They force me to become like themselves.
I do not hear of men being forced to live this way or that by
masses of men. What sort of life were that to live? When [

20 meet a government which says to me, “Your money or your
life,” why should I be in haste to give it my money? It may
be in a great strait, and not know what to do: I cannot help
that. It must help itself; do as I do. It is not worth the while
to snivel about it. I am not responsible for the successful

25 working of the machinery of society. I am not the son of
the engineer. I perceive that, when an acorn and a chestnut
fall side by side, the one does not remain inert to make
way for the other, but both obey their own laws, and spring
and grow and flourish as best they can, till one, perchance,

30 overshadows and destroys the other. If a plant cannot live
according to its nature, it dies; and so a man.
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1. When Thoreau was put into jail, he felt lonely and afraid. (TorF)
2. Thoreau feels the State confronts a man’s body, not his ideas. (T or F )
3. He believes he was not born to be forced by anybody. (TorF)
4. According to Thoreau, when an acorn and a chestnut fall

side by side, the one should remain inert to make way for the

other. (TorF)

5. His desire was to get out of the jail. (TorF)

1. Why was Thoreau put into jail? —t
a) Because he said the institution was foolish.
b) Because he had paid no poll-tax for six years.
¢) Because of a matter of his accounts.
d) Because he stood considering the walls of solid stone.

2. What did he feel about the walls and stones of the jail?
a) He felt they seemed a great waste of stone and mortar.
b) He felt they were difficult to climb or break through.
c¢) He felt they were two or three feet thick.
d) He felt they were hindrances.

3. What did the State do when they could not reach Thoreau?
a) They treated him like a person.
b) They forced him to pay taxes.
¢) They resolved to punish his body.
d) They locked the door.

4. What is really all that is dangerous, according to Thoreau?
a) Threats and compliments are.

16 Let’s Learn English from American Literature IV
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b) Mediations are.
¢) A higher law is.
d) Punishment is.

5. What does the phrase “and so a man” (p.15, 1.31) mean?
a) A man also dies if he cannot live according to his nature.
b) A man cannot live according to his nature, either
¢) A plant is living so much like a man.
d) A man also lives according to his nature.

1. T was put into jail once ( ) this account.
a) on b) with c) for d) in

2. It had never thought to avail itself ( ) my services in some way.
a) for b) with c) to d) of

3. Iwill breath ( ) my own fashion.
a) in b) after c¢) with d) out of

4. I do not hear of men () to live this way or that by masses of men.
a) be force b) be forced ¢) being forced d) forcing

5. It did not know its friends ( ) its foes.
a) out of b) from ¢) by d) between

l. BREORYFIZHREE TAH7-0LIFVZ, BEZIbRVEVIRBEZILTI LI
METH 5,

2. VO-@F@BHERZLELINLY, BETHbRVEVITEIL ITERRTH
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