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Flower of Scotland
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Reading Comprehension @za

Before an international football or rugby match, Scottish fans sing a
song called OFlower of ScotlandO. The song 1s sung with great passion and
surely must lift the morale of the Scottish team and perhaps chill the
hearts of their opponents.

Everywhere one can see the national flag of ScotlandNthe white cross,
or saltire, on a blue backgroundNand very many fans among the Scottish
supporters (who have got the nickname Othe Tartan Army0O) wear kilts. It is
an impressive sight and a sign of just how deeply patriotic Scots are.

Scotland occupies approximately one-third of the land mass of Britain,
yet its population is just over
five million. By comparison,
England to the south has a
population ten times greater.
Relations between Scotland
and England have always
been an issue. Scotland and
England were both ancient
kingdoms, but in 1603 the
King of Scotland also became
the King of England, and
from that date the crowns of
the two countries have been
united. In 1707 the Parliaments
of the two countries merged.
But in 1998 a Scottish
Parliament was restored to
Scotland with a brand new
Parliament building in
Edinburgh. The new Scottish




Parliament has limited powers over Scottish affairs, but there are some
Scots who would like things to go much further and for Scotland to become
completely independent.

Whether it is viable for Scotland to be independent depends on oneOs
point of view. Those in favour say that Scotland is a large country with 5
plenty of natural resources, including reserves of oil and gas under the
seas off its coasts, and that it could flourish on the Scandinavian model,
like countries such as Denmark or Sweden. Those not in favour of full
independence and who are at present a clear majority in Scotland say it
makes sense in every way for their country to remain part of the United 10
Kingdom. So whether OFlower of ScotlandO will one day be the national
anthem of an independent country or remain as it isNa passionate national
song sung when Scotland plays the worldNis still an open question.
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1. () Scottish fans usually sing (®lower of Scotland(after a football or
rugby match.

2. () @he Tartan Army(s the name of the Scottish rugby team.
3. () The population of England is approximately fifty million.

4. () The years 1603, 1707 and 1998 have all been important dates in
the history of Scotland.

5. () The writer does not say whether Scotland should be completely
independent or not.

with great passion lE#% -2 TJ1 the Tartan Army I2—4 %] wear
kilts T¥J)L F%&I(ZDIF%] By comparison I&EBAJIZ]  united T EDIZH
%1 viable [(~9 5% &M) AIEETH S in favour TFEMZLE]  reserves
M#@eE]  anthem TE3y




: Reading Comprehension [CHARFRIICONT, THRBMERLERIZHELIDE
Exercise 2

1.

a.b.cOEMSEUVEL LS,

must lift the morale of the Scottish team

a. encourage b. make moral c. give a win to
. Relations . . . have always been an issue
a. have always been diplomatic b. have always been national

c. have always been a problem

. a brand new Parliament building in Edinburgh

a. remodeled b. almost new c. completely new

. Scotland could flourish on the Scandinavian model

a. with Scandinavian models b. in the Scandinavian way
c. with a Scandinavian economy

. 1s still an open question

a. a question with no clear answer b. a political question
c. a common question

() ROBOEBEYGEIECEA, EXERRSEEL LS, L, XHEI
XEICISE 5 PREINN &I PR PES

1.

to give their team support and
maybe to discourage their opponents! (at, fans, matches, often, sing, songs)

of nickname used to describe
Scottish supporters. (a, Army, is, kind, Tartan, the)

. King James VI of Scotland succeeded Queen Elizabeth I of England in

1603 to become and England.
(both, first, King, of, Scotland, the)
. In and Scotland were merged,

but in 1998 a new Scottish Parliament was opened in Edinburgh.
(England, of, Parliaments, 1707 the, two)

large in relation to the size of
1ts population. (area, is, of, Scotland, the, very)




5| Dialogue

A ROREOEEEHNT, TREIASENEEERYELLS. @2

Hiroko and Peter are having a chat.

Peter: Have you ever been to Scotland, Hiroko?

Hiroko: Not yet, but I'm* . I've got a friend
who's studying in Edinburgh and she says | can stay with her.

Peter: Nice!

Hiroko: | think so. I'm * and perhaps
going to some of the events at the Festival in August. Have you been to
Scotland?

Peter: Well, * a rugby match.

Hiroko: That’s a long way to go to see a game of rugby. It must have been really
important!

Peter: It was. *

Hiroko: Who won?

Peter: Well, > was ...
B HR%HES L > TADREIHT ZENLEAERUEL &S, O

1. ?
a. In the summer b. Next vacation c. She is not sure.

2. ?
a. Sightseeing b. Studying c. Shopping

3. ?
a. May b. August c. October

4, ?
a. Several days b. The summer c. A weekend

5. ?
a. England won. b. Scotland won. c. We are not told.




