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AUSTRALIA:
Flexible School Traditions

[Cultural Recognition]

o BHAEBEICLUT, ROHPZELOFEIFHE S NRERE LI IELIIRT TS5 T%
RER U7 &0,

Secondary schools in Australia have many events that we Japanese could
never imagine.

A. For example, there is a day called Muck-up Day when graduating
students are allowed to mess up their school. It is believed that by doing
this students can avoid a future life of crime.

B. This event is held just once a year on the last day before graduation, and
students eagerly await their chance to take part.

C. Muck-up Day is very popular, with common tricks or pranks on this
day including hanging toilet paper all over the school, throwing eggs at
buildings, painting graffiti, and spraying things with water pistols.
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I. T F Muck-up Day is an event most Japanese can relate to.

2. T F TItis believed that students who take part in Muck-up Day will not
commit crimes in the future.

3. T F Some students actually write on the school buildings.
T F Muck-up Day is a biannual event.
5. T F Many students look forward to Muck-up Day.
L(C )2(C )3(C )4 )S5C )
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Have you ever heard of a “bad hair day”? That’s a day when your hair
seems unmanageable and you have a bad day as a result. But at primary
schools in Australia, Bad Hair Day is a day when students are allowed to
come to school with their hair looking wild and unique. Parents eagerly try
to make their children a standout. Of course, wearing their hair like that is
banned in the school rules. But there is a good reason behind Bad Hair Day.
Students must pay a few dollars for breaking the rules, and that money goes
toward helping children with serious diseases. This type of fun fundraising

event might be a good idea for Japanese schools, too.
(120 words)
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1. Australian Popular Culture

2. Students Go Wild

3. Breaking the Rules

4. Bad Hair for a Good Cause ( )
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l.

3.

rypimar (adj) — ( )
relating to the education of children between five and eleven years old

stndaotu (n) — ( )
something very noticeable because it is better or more impressive

rgfuaindins (n) — ( )
the activity of collecting money for a specific purpose, especially in or-
der to help people in need
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Yumi:

Kelly:

Yumi:

Kelly:

Yumti:

Kelly:
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This picture is really interesting. Why are all the students in pyjamas?

Oh, that was my class last year on Pyjama Day. All of my students
dressed up, and we won a prize.

Is that right? What kind of prize did you win?

We won the prize for the most participation. It was a lot of fun.
Practically the whole school got involved, and 1, ( the / wore / his /
even / principal / pyjamas ) and night cap.

That sounds great. ;. ( we / like / something / had / that / wish /1) in
Japan.

It’s really an exciting event, and it’s for a great cause. We raised a lot
of money for helping children with serious illnesses.
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[Follow-up Exercises])
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1. a. Yes, it’s near Sydney Harbour Bridge.
b. Probably about 10 minutes on foot.
c. I think it’s the Sydney Opera House. ( )

2. a. It’s an Aboriginal didgeridoo.
b. No, I can’t play the guitar.
c. Yes, people in Australia like music very much. ( )

3. a. Vegemite’s okay, but it just takes a little time to get used to it.
b. Yes, cricket is the national sport of Australia.
c. She sure does. She had three pieces already. ( )

4. a. Yes, Crocodile Dundee is one of my favourite movies.
b. To be honest, there aren’t many of them around here.
c. Yes, baby kangaroos are called joeys. ( )

5. a. His name is Mark and he’s from Brisbane.
b. At the zoo. You can hold koalas there.
c. It was named after Queen Victoria. ( )

Notes for Reading
mess up [~ (N) ZEDOHEHSHT ] prank(s) [7zHEDENNF 5] ban = prohibit

Notes for Listening
didgeridoo [didzeridui] (A —ZX VU 7 RfERMNHHT 2 1 —H Y OARDONEZ < D RO T2 KFERZEREE
vegemite [NI<A L (HHIZFATDL 57 X—A )] tobehonest MFEICE->T. Eid]  Queen
Victoria €7 MU 7L F (UEELZTE: 1837-1901) )




