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Tetsuya Takeda
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Tetsuya Takeda is one of Japan’s most famous entertainers.
Born in Fukuoka Prefecture in 1949, he set out on his show-
business career early, organizing and singing in a folk group
while still at university. He named the group Kaientai, after
Ryoma Sakamoto, whose work had greatly impressed s
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8 GREEN LIFE AND BUSINESS

Takeda.

In 1977, Takeda appeared in the Japanese film The Yellow
Handkerchief with actor Ken Takakura under the direction of
Yoji Yamada. Thanks to this film, Takeda not only got a
lucky break as an actor but also won many prizes.

As he gained experience, Takeda decided to combine his
musical and acting talents by reading a story set to the music
of Kaientai. His performance showed his versatility and the
breadth of his talent, and this success led him to start writing
original stories of his own.

In 1979, Takeda won the starring role as a junior-high-
school teacher in the TV series, Mr. Kinpachi in Class 3B,
which has been on the air for more than 30 years. The
drama’s great popularity is largely due to its relevance to real
life. Story lines focus on problems and issues that actually
face today’s students, including bullying, drugs, fewer classes,
juvenile delinquency, drop-outs, and “‘gakko-urasaito.”

Kinpachi Sakamoto, the hero of the drama, is a passionate
person, a liberal and an idealist, who calmly, rationally helps
his students resolve their problems. Sensitive to the students’
point of view, he leads by example instead of simply telling
them what to do. The “closed” hearts of even the most
troubled students gradually open up to his sympathetic
attitude and leadership.

Takeda has suggested that the character is so beloved
because many Japanese people see Mr. Kinpachi as a strong,
ideal father figure, especially at a time when the image of real
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fathers in Japan has grown weaker.

Takeda is now a goodwill ambassador for his hometown,
Hakata, and spends time there every year working with
children from throughout Asia to improve mutual
understanding. He is also a strong proponent of Japanese
agriculture and encourages all Japanese to have more respect
for Japan’s farmers, especially as the country’s food self-
sufficiency rate has declined.

Takeda offers these words of advice to the younger
generation: “Open the door and step outside, and a marvelous
thing will be waiting for you. Be a person who trusts in this.”
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(@] Exercise 1-1: Comprehension Questions )

AL EFA, ROBYEEDONDLER % (A) ~ (D) DHF D57 S,

1. How did Takeda’s career in entertainment begin?
(A) He found an acting job after graduating from university.
(B) In college, he formed a singing group.
(C) He was a student of Ryoma Sakamoto.
(D) A high-school teacher encouraged him.

2. Which statement best describes Takeda’s talents?
(A) Takeda is primarily a singer and folk musician.
(B) His greatest strength is his generous personality.
(C) He has many talents: singer, actor, and writer.
(D) He will be most remembered for his teaching ability.

3. Why is Mr. Kinpachi in Class 3B so popular?
(A) The show addresses actual problems of students.
(B) The show is quite fantastic and far-fetched.
(C) The camerawork and acting are outstanding.
(D) Many students experience bullying today.

4. What makes Mr. Kinpachi such a good “father figure”?
(A) He is handsome, stylish, and youthful.
(B) He is very strict with his students.
(C) He is compassionate and understanding.
(D) He understands the importance of success.

5. Which is NOT mentioned as one of Takeda’s special concerns?
(A) Encouraging mutual understanding among Asian children
(B) Supporting and valuing Japanese agriculture
(C) Urging young people to adopt a positive attitude
(D) Improving the nation’s economy
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(@] Exercise 1-2: Vocabulary Build-up (4]

RDOELDZEMITI D 5 Eb LVEEE RIS S0,

1. She has always ( ) us as being very honest in all her
dealings.
(A) implored (B) impressed (C) imprinted (D) improved

2. The next morning at six o’clock, Jim set ( ) on the five-
hour drive to Mt. Fuji.
(A)out (B)back (C)at (D)down

3. Different amino acids ( ) to form proteins.
(A) compose (B) combine (C) comply (D) compound

4. Yesterday, I started ( ) on my report at eight in the
morning and finished it by six o’clock that night.
(A) awork (B) to be working (C) to be worked (D) working

5. The ( ) of mobile phones has grown by leaps and
bounds in the last ten years.
(A) population (B) populism (C) populist (D) popularity

6. My teeth are very ( ) to hot and cold drinks.
(A) selective (B) sensitive (C) sufficient (D) comfortable

7. He plans to study abroad next year to ( ) his English.
(A) improve (B) satisfy (C) exercise (D) grow
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] Exercise 1-3: Structure and Idiomatic Expressions [

KDOELDD > ZOHDP LIS YL FEE BN % S,

1. (Thanks to / Thanks for) the teacher’s help, we were able to
pass the exam.

2. Dave Thomas named Wendy’s Restaurants (of / after) his daughter.

3. She (led / carried) us to believe that she had never been
married before.

4. The director is (sensitive for / sensitive to) the needs and egos
of his actors.

5. The younger generation should do what they want to do
(instead of / instead on) what they think they should do.

|| Exercise 1-4: Basic Composition [
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