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CHAPTER 1

SR OV A RAR—=Y

Possibly Japan’s oldest professional footballer is also Japan’s first
"~ football superstar. Kazuyoshi Miura, affectionately known as “Kazu” or
“King Kazu” among his many fans, is still playing well into his 40's.
Miura was born in 1967 in Shizuoka Prefecture. When he was just 15,
he left for Brazil to train to become a professional footballer. After playing s
in a Brazilian youth league, he signed his first professional contract with
Santos. Although the game of football originated in England, it is the most
popular sport in Brazil, where fans are very passionate about the game.
Brazil is a kind of mecca for young players who aspire to be among the top
players in the world. 10
In 1990, Miura returned to Japan and joined the Yomiuri FC, which
later became Verdy Kawasaki when the J-League was established in 1993.
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Verdy won the crown in 1993, and Miura was named the J-League's Most
Valuable Player (MVP). Not only that, he became the first Japanese to
win the Asian Player of the Year award, an annual prize from the Asian
Football Confederation. The J-League’s popularity has grown thanks to the
active role Miura has played in the league. This is just one of the reasons
that he has been such a remarkable player.

After playing several years in Japan, Miura was off to Europe, where
he became the first Asian footballer to play in Italy. Other international
experience included stints in Croatia and Australia. In 2005, playing for
Australia, he was the first Japanese to compete in a FIFA Club World Cup.

Miura is known for his signature move, the “Kazu Feint,” and for the
“Kazu-dance,” which he performs on the field after scoring a good goal.

What does he think about playing such a demanding game at an age
when most other athletes have retired and hung up their uniforms? In
an interview just before starting his 28th season as a professional player,
Miura said, “My speed and reflexes are slowing down, but I try to make up
for it with experience.” He added, “I want people to think of me when they
think of the word ‘professional.’ I know that’s difficult, but that's what I'm
aiming for.”

Miura’s career shows that age does not always have to mean the end
of an athletic career. With strong spirits, skills, and determination, it is
possible to exceed all expectations.

Notes

9 Kazuyoshi Miura "=;EHIE11967 (BBF142)&E, B#REEEEN, 15K TCEE., TODRF|CKE
BT T IIVNEDTe 1990(FFR2)E. T —JOERICEDLETRE. HKEDT /LT«
NBTEREL. BADTOY v A—DAKOEEICAETI L. BARFKE LTEHIERE, 1994
CER6)FE. 4127 - 2ZUITADIY T/ 7 CFCICBE, VI ADTL—V—IE7IT7 A
T ZDH. BADF—LRI)—JDF—LICFRB L. ERESTS, BEEHEEFC ([CEES.
2015(FFR 27 E 6 B 28 H. 2 AR TI—ILEZEIF, BEOE ODRERI—I/IVEZ 484 v B
2HICEH Lz, £fee BE7 A 18 H. 12385 200 Hiti5% 5 L. FRICRERLEIGGLERE
HEFHLTe, T5122014 (FRL 26) &E. FIFA 7—)U KA T TEEHAY v A—HaDHREKE
EH%DI, T -V FEREFEFE 1B, SRE 1E,

2 “Kazu” or “King Kazu” "HXH2WEF> T HXR ]

4 just15 557 15 ik

7Santes "Y'V FX TSV ERKT BEPIF— L. 1912 FAIRR,

8 very passionate about the game 7' —AICETEHEERTH S,
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9mecca XA ENDH,
aspire to be among ~ "~D—AICEA D EEA TS,
11 joined "AFL7z.
the Yomiuri FC  "5%55%w A—7 57,1969 (B0 44) FAIR, 1991 (8L 3) & FHsY v H—
2 7EFHRART v A—7 T . WRRT TIVT 1, 1993 (ERLS5) F. 94 (FR 6) & T
1) — 7 EEHEES,
12 Verdy Kawasaki "7 T)U7 1 I HE R—LR2TUWIEICHY . TIIVT 1)IlIGEMEE
Nie, FimJTIbT 1 EBWLD,
J-League "JU—7 BATOH Y H—1—T DM, 1993 CER 5) EXHE,
was established "#E L7z,
13 Most Valuable Player (MVP) "REFHEFE,
15 the Asian Player of the Year award "&E[7 Y7 REBEFHEFE,
the Asian Football Confederation 7777w -H—&ER,
16 thanks to the active role Miura has played "=HD;EREDHH T T,
19 was off to Europe "3 —0O v /\ITEIF THRIZ D Fz)
21 stints  TEBIDHARM
22 to compete "BANL Tz,
a FIFA Club World Cup "FIFA 57 7—)URAw 7,
23 his signature move RDEER
“Kazu Feint” "AXT A bR TV TRIGY A PR Ty TEZBEG. $ET7110
24 “Kazu-dance” "HXH R
after scoring a good goal "BW\I— /LA RSHTE,
25 such a demanding game "ZAEICEHEDVNT—LT,
26 hung up their uniforms "1=7 4 — L% <
28 reflexes RETEIR)
try to make up forit "ZNE#HHSELTLB,
30 that’s what I’'m aiming for "ZNZZEHNBIRLTWBEDEATY
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Exercise 1-1: Comprehension Questions

l.

How has “Kazu” contributed to the J-League?

(A) He was the first Japanese to compete in it.

(B) He was the youngest footballer to play professionally in Japan.
(C) The J-League became very popular thanks to his active role in it.
(D) He became a role model for young players.

. Why did Miura go to Brazil?

(A) To live with his family

(B) To see the birthplace of football
(C) To learn Portuguese

(D) To improve his football skills

. When was the J-League established?

(A) In 1967
(B) In 1990
(C) In 1993
(D) In 2005

. What was a highlight of Miura’s career in Australia?

(A) He was the first Japanese to participate in a FIFA Club World Cup.
(B) He was named MVP and Asian Football Player of the Year.

(C) He was the oldest professional footballer in the country.

(D) He was the youngest Japanese footballer to ever play there.

. What can we learn from Miura’s career?

(A) Football is a young man’s game.

(B) Age is not necessarily a limitation to success.
(C) Itis important to gain international experience.
(D) All athletes should have signature moves.

12



Grammar Review
Noun and Pronoun
(%5 - K%57)
%5
1 BASNZ%EH EELHA £5%FH
O BERHE BHETICIER. AMRBEDOERGED DE. EEIE (-5, -es) B'H S,
{5l a footballer — two footballers my goal = my two goals
@ £5%5 FEULEEOLOPADEGHRZERT %5, fclass, family, people. staff
FORZ DD LED L LTEX DL EENF LA TN, BEERZHKLT 2 NP0 DICH K ZE
WTERZLEIR, HEIE T e LTS,
All my family are fans of Kazu.
There are only 300 families in this village.

2 ZFEDEER

L ZFDFEEIC -s H DI %, sport — sports

@ ZFDEERHNXDBEICIE -es ZDIT 5,
FEREM -s. -x. -sh, -ch, T&F+ o D5, match — matches
B -f. -fe DA, leaf — leaves
FEENFE T+ y O%E, dictionary — dictionaries

@ FEAEZ(bET S%5, foot — feet, medium — media 7 &

3 HASNEWRE ERRH MERSE KRG

L [EF%E A% - #zaEwERT 5.l Kazuyoshi Miura, Japan

@ WMERHA RE-SE-@REEMECHMRGLEEZRT R, aPan HOH T EHEELEL., TDR&.
BeRITHEIE. ThThORRAICEOBULGLEZ[ED,
a useful piece of information. two spoonfuls of sugar. three sheets of paper

B HhSdE EEDREE. RUEE E%ZER T 4. () determination, happiness. silence

A=t

&5 AMMLEE - 155 (this. that Ix&) - RER%E (some. any 75 &) - {45 (what
% &) - BRABAICD DI ND,

1 A#t45 He signed his first professional contract with Santos.

18 X%50  1know that's difficult, but that's what I'm aiming for.

3 itDRE

(U It was his role in this film that won him international acclaim. (It is <was> ~ that D3&EFEZ)

(2 Itis hot and humid in Japan in summer. (GEAFRDF(E, =B, BAEE. BBt BaEzERT)

3 With strong spirits, skills, and determination, it is possible to exceed all

N

expectations. (JEXE3H)
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Exercise 1-2: Grammar Exercise

EZ

N

1-

1

[. ZOBXDTgEREE LWRRAICEZID > T DHICEERTL,

1. Do you know King Kazu?

Of course! King Kazu is me hero. ( )( )
2. My grandmother lives with she cat. The cat’s name is Tam.
( X )
3. Bob has him ticket. Do you have you? ( ) )
4. We team won the game last night, which made mine very happy.
( X )

5. I want people to think of myself when those think of the word
“professional.” ( )( )

II. ZRDOBXITHEWNTH > ZDOFOBEEEEERUHEL,

)
N2

—

. We had to change ( the train / trains ) at Tokyo for the Narita Express.

[\

. Do you have any books on soccer? I'd like to buy ( these / some ).

W

. ( Those / These ) that attended the economics seminar were all well-
prepared.

4. The refrigerator door closes ( itself / by itself).

5. I went to one of the few ( girls / girls” ) high schools left in England.

Exercise 1-3: Vocabulary Build-up

—AD
563

EDFELHRLIEVERERDELEDZEADHHLSBULEL,

1. mecca (A) award

2. demanding (B) resolution, will

3. sign (C) very difficult

4. annual (D) yearly

5. prize (E) important destination
6. active (F) enter a contract

7. determination (G) energetic, prominent
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CHAPTER2

bR HESE © B-plus

Japanese relief ace Koji Uehara closed out the last game of the 2013
" MLB World Series, when the Boston Red Sox (BoSox) triumphed over
the St. Louis Cardinals. Uehara pitched a perfect ninth inning, striking
out the final batter to lead the BoSox to a 6-1 victory and the World Series
title. 5
The team’s victory was particularly meaningful for a number of
reasons. Most importantly, the win symbolized the strength of the city’s
spirit which had been shattered by a bombing at the Boston Marathon
a few months earlier, an act of terrorism that left three people dead and
260 wounded. In a city that needed comfort, BoSox team members 10
wore armbands that read “Boston Strong” and placed their trophy on the
marathon finish line.
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