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The purpose of this book is to show the importance to current British society
of various aspects of British history. I have done this by choosing famous built struc-
tures, usually a particular building, such as Canterbury cathedral, or a group of build-
ings, such as Liverpool docks, but sometimes a type of building, such as terraced
housing. In every case the structures - they are not all strictly speaking buildings - re-
flect British ideas about the past, ideas which influence the present. This may not al-
ways be conscious. Stonechenge is an immediate challenge to think about religion and
identity, but many people pass Tudor houses every day without thinking about how
the Tudors helped to form modern England (and, by extension, Britain). In most cases
the buildings are representative. Britain has a rich built heritage and there are other
impressive Welsh castles, English cathedrals and Scottish bridges.

I express opinions in the essays. I hope these represent what many British peo-
ple would think, but there is room for disagreement. Perhaps Edimburgh is really the
second city; perhaps the Shard is a monstrosity. Readers should feel free to make up
their own minds. Also, things change: who knows what Britain’s relationship with Eu-
rope will be in a few years?

Pictures of all the structures are widely available on the Internet. If the class-
room has Internet access and a large screen, further exploration and presentations
could greatly enrich the lessons.
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There are Stone Age remains all over Britain, from the fish-

Reading

ing village of Skara Brae in the Orkney Islands” to the burial
cromlechs” of Cornwall. Standing stones may be found all
over the country. But the Stone Age monument that everyone
knows is Stonehenge, in southern England.

Construction began at Stonehenge around 5,000 years ago,
with earthworks”. The famous stone circle was built some
time around 2,500 B.C., and the site continued in use until
about 3,000 years ago. The circle is built of two types of

¥ available locally, and bluestone”, which

petd

stone, sarsen stone
seems to have been brought from south Wales, 250km away.
One of the first mysteries about Stonehenge is how people
were able to transport such huge stones over such a long dis-
tance. Another mystery concerns the purpose of Stonehenge.
Its main axis is aligned on the solstices”, and at midsummer
the sun rises over a large stone known as the Heel Stone. This
certainly seems to be an important fact.
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The public used to have free access to Stonehenge, though
now we can only look from a distance. Stonehenge looks rath-
er less impressive in real life than it does in photographs, and
people are often disappointed by how small it seems. And
with” such simple architecture it can quickly seem rather bor-
ing.

The Meaning of Stonehenge

We know little of the people who built Stonehenge, nor
how and why they did so. In the Middle Ages it was proposed
that the wizard Merlin® used his magic to build it. Today,
some people do not believe that Stone Age people could have
had the technology to build it, and think they must have had
help from a superior, extraterrestrial® culture. However, it
seems more likely that we find it difficult to believe that an-
cient cultures may have had technological skills that were sub-
sequently lost. It is easy to look down on past peoples.

The importance of midsummer and midwinter to the build-
ers of Stonehenge is undoubted. But that does not tell us what
Stonehenge is. It could be some kind of giant calendar, or an
astronomical observatory, a temple, a burial ground, or some
combination of all of these. Under these circumstances, peo-
ple are free to reach their own conclusions, and many have
done.

There is in Britain considerable dissatisfaction with mod-
ern, urban life and our separation from nature and from each
other. For many, traditional religion@ cannot fill the gap. So
some people have turned to reconstructions of older religions,
which, with regard to” Stonehenge, means Druidism®. The
Druids, as described in Roman accounts, were Celtic” tribal
priests, described by Caesar in Gau1®, and by Tacitus” in An-
glesey® (Welsh Mon). They seem to have been social leaders,
but in fact we know little about them — Tacitus never saw any
druids and his account is second-hand at best”. And there is
no association between Stone Age Stonehenge and late Iron
Age Celts.

Nonetheless, modern Druids regard Stonehenge as a holy
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place, and want access to the stones at the summer solstice.
One druid, rejoicing in the name “of Arthur Uther Pendragon@ ,
even went to the European Court of Human Rights@‘, saying
his freedom of religion had been denied when he was refused
access - he lost the case”. In addition, popular music, both
folk and rock, has shown an interest in special places such as
Stonehenge, with the result that many people feel that it is
somehow magical. In 1985 a group of travellers attempted to
drive to Stonehenge for a peaceful solstice gathering, but were
prevented from doing so by the police. On the other hand,
such travellers have caused considerable damage around
Stonehenge, destroying archeological information.

The authorities” have a difficult job in reconciling access
for religious reasons and preserving a UNESCO World Heri-
ugéaﬁw.AsacmnmomBeJnmmgmimmnaafﬁtOSmn&
henge at the summer solstice is now allowed free of charge,
and visitors are wished ‘a peaceful and celebratory solstice’.

One may say that modern Druidism has no historical con-
nection with ancient Druids. One may also say that it does no
harm (doing no harm is a central tenet of such Neo-pagan-
ism”). People feel connected to Stonehenge and, through it, to
ancient Britain in general‘@ and to their ancestors. School his-
tory used to teach that the successive waves of settlement and
invasion in Britain — Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings®

©simonwakefield from Wikipedia
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and Normans "~ — meant that there was very little connection @)Normansb: 1066 GE
, ; i iz William I 12 36\ &
between the inhabitants of Britain 5,000 years ago and the ni’éd,lfn YHS YR
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those ancient Britons. So when people feel that Stonehenge %% B |
belongs to them, and is not just a bunch of old stones for sci-

entists to look at, they may not be so wrong.
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Chapter 1 Stonehenge

A Choose the best answer to the questions. I

1. How long was Stonehenge in use?
a 250 years b 2,000 years
¢ 3,000 years d 5,000 years

2. How did Tacitus get information about the Druids?
a He made it all up. b He met some druids.
¢ He asked Caesar. d He heard about them from someone else.

3. When can people go close to Stonehenge?
a Never b Any time
¢ Sometimes, for a fee d At midsummer

4. How are many modern British people similar to ancient Britons?
a Biologically b Culturally
¢ Biologically and culturally d There is no similarity.

5. What do we know about Stonehenge?
a When it was built b How it was built
¢ Why it was built d How long it took to build



B  Write the answers to these questions. I

1. What Stone Age remains can we find in Britain?

2. What are two unusual explanations of who built Stonehenge?
3. What are two important times of year at Stonehenge?

4. What is the appeal of Druidism for some people?

5. What were five waves of settlement or invasion?

C Decide if the following statements are true or false. I

1. Stone Age monuments are only found in England.
2. Stonehenge was made with local bluestone.

3. Stonehenge seems most impressive in photographs.
4. People have sung songs about Stonehenge.

5. The authorities refuse to help Druids.



Hadrian’s Wall

Reading @

The Romans invaded southern Britain in 43 A. D., and over
many decades expanded their influence north and west. In the
year 122, during the reign of the emperor Hadrian@, they be-
gan construction of a wall right across Britain from what is
now Carlisle” in the west to Wallsend” in the east. Hadrian
seems to have wanted to set general limits on the expansion of
the Roman Empire, and the wall was the way he did so in
Britain. At the same time it may have been a way of control-
ling the movement of people and goods, rather than being
simply to keep the northern inhabitants of Britain, the Picts@,
out. In the west the wall is close to the present border between
England and Scotland, though not in the east, where it is over
100km from the border.

The Romans abandoned Britain in 410, and the wall fell
into disuse. Much of it was dismantled over the centuries, for
use as building material for farms, churches and roads. None-
theless much remains, including the ruins of a number of Ro-
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man towns and forts attached to the wall. It is possible to walk
its whole length, and it is a very popular tourist attraction. On
the other hand”, although it is a UNESCO World Heritage
site, it is certainly nothing like as impressive as China’s Great
Wall®, though the two are comparable in purpose@’ .

Attitudes to the Romans

The Romans did not conquer the whole of Britain. Despite
their best efforts they never controlled what are now Scotland
and Northumberland, beyond the wall. In most of England,
and to a lesser extent” Wales, however, reminders of the Ro-
mans are everywhere. One is never far from™ a villa or temple
or mosaic. A straight road is quite probably built on a Roman
one. Many town names derive from the Latin word castrum@,
fort, including Manchester, Worcester and Lancaster; other
towns were Roman foundations, including London and York.

While Britain had an empire, the men who controlled it
were largely educated at public school”, where Latin was
taught, and the Romans were seen as people to emulate. Like
us, these men thought, the Romans were fine engineers, had
an irresistible army, and adopted policies that made them able
to rule successfully over disparate peoples® for a long time,
bringing prosperity to much of the known world. In short”,
they thought the British were superior to the people they con-
quered, as were the Romans. One more similarity is that the
Romans did not have much time for apparently useless things
like philosophy and music, leaving those to the Greeks. The
British left them to the continental Europeans.

Now that” imperialism is out of fashion other aspects of the
Romans have been stressed, including near-genocidal brutali-
ty. This has led to considerable ambivalence, with awareness
that the Romans were violent conquerors, but also that they
brought many benefits. In the British film The Life of Brian,
set in Roman Palestine, there is an argument about what good
the Romans have brought, culminating in": “All right, but
apart from the sanitation, medicine, education, wine, public
order, irrigation, roads, the fresh water system and public
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health, what have the Romans ever done for us?” Ironically, in " in disputing...: [ ..

. . D L edas .
disputing ~ the benefits of Roman rule, the speaker has demon- LCRBtLE X
strated them. 2]

Taking its title from this famous scene the BBC programme
What The Romans Did For Us explained many of the benefits
the Romans brought. Against that we should mention another
BBC programme, Barbarians, which stressed the civilization
of those the Romans called barbarians, including the Celts.

The Romans left Britain in the face of widespread attacks
by these ‘barbarians’, and the following centuries are known
as the Dark Ages, a period many British people grew up to re-
gard® as a great step backward from Roman achievements.
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even at a remove” of over 1600 years. Hadrian’s Wall is the © a remove: [FE7:1 |
most popular tourist attraction in northern England and the

most visible legacy of a long and important part of the history

of Britain.

———— - —

Chapter 2 Hadrian’s Wall

A Choose the best answer to the questions. I

1. What can we now see of Hadrian’s Wall?
a None of it b Allofit
¢ Just the foundations d Some of'it

2. What is not a reminder of Roman times?
a Town names b Statues of Hadrian
¢ Bighouses d Straight roads

3. What was not a Roman achievement?
a Music b Good government
¢ Engineering d Military power

4. What was not a lasting Roman influence anywhere in Britain?
a Law b The language of religion
¢ The language of scholarship d The Dark Ages

5. Where is Hadrian’s Wall?
a Between England and Wales b In southern England
¢ Innorthern England d In Scotland

B  Write the answers to these questions. I

1. How long were the Romans in Britain?

2. What 5 Roman towns are mentioned?

9



Why did the Romans have little interest in philosophy?
What are two examples of ‘barbarians’?

What are the current feelings of many British people about the Romans in
Britain?

C Decide if the following statements are true or false. |

L.

Goods were probably traded through Hadrian’s Wall.
The Romans conquered Scotland.

Many British imperialists admired Rome.

Latin continued to be important until recently.

Hadrian’s Wall is largely forgotten.



Reading g;;%

There is a large number of castles throughout Britain, many
ruined or partially so, but many still more or less” complete.
A few are still lived in, such as Alnwick Castle®, made fa-
mous by the Harry Potter films. Caernarfon Castle, on the
edge of Snowdonia” in north Wales, is one of the most dra-
matic, both in itself and in its location, with the sea on one
side and the mountains on the other”.

Construction of the castle was started in 1283 by the Eng-
lish king Edward I®, as part of his attempted conquest of
Wales. The castle was never finished and mainly symbolic,
with hugely impressive outer walls, representing the new
power of the English in north Wales. The Welsh frequently re-
belled against English rule, and the castle was attacked on
several occasions. Relations between the two peoples re-
mained uneasy until the Welshman Henry VII” became king
of England in 1485.

Edward I made his son, who may have been born in Caer-
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narfon Castle, Prince of Wales in 1301. He later became Ed-
ward IL. In 1969 Prince Charles was made Prince of Wales in a
ceremony at the castle, a ceremony known as Investiture”.

Caernarfon town today is dominated® by the castle, one of
several in an extended UNESCO World Heritage site. It may
also be noted that the Welsh spelling is now used, as opposed
to the Anglicized@ Caernarvon. In Welsh the letter ‘f” is pro-
nounced /v/, and Caernarfon simply means the castle (caer) in
the Arfon district”

The Importance of Castles

A visit to a castle is a popular activity, particularly for fami-
lies with small children. Medieval castles are associated with™
knights in shining armour slaying dragons and rescuing dam-
sels in distress (the unusual Vocabulary@' being part of the ap-
peal). Tales of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Ta-
ble® are also connected to the Middle Ages in the popular @
imagination, and these stories remain hugely popular in
books, films, TV series and, now, computer games. To visit a
castle and imagine real people living and fighting there is very
appealing to people of all ages.

These days, children learn at primary school that castles
were communities of men and women, with dining halls,
kitchens, stables, and so on. As a counter to the male, aristo-
cratic focus of older history teaching, they will learn about the
lady of the castle, who often had to run the place® alone for
years while the men were off ﬁghtingﬂp, and about the lives of
ordinary people working there.

At the castle, children can clamber over the ruins, and buy
wooden swords and plastic shields and run around playing at
fighting. Adults can read about how the castle was designed,
see the resulting building, and learn about the historical fig-
ures who lived there.

Castles have not been used for military purposes since 1660
(with the notable exception of Dover, which was used in
World War II), although some, like the Tower of London, have
been prisons. So it is easy to forget that castles were often
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