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® Unit 1

Sachiko’s Fiftieth Anniversary
EFAMWAFFIRET 50 AE

“Moshi moshi.” (Hello?) Fifty-six-year-old Sachiko answered the tele-
phone. An elementary school principal was on the other end of the call
with a question. To help commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the drop-
ping of the atomic bomb, would Sachiko speak to his sixth-grade class
about her hibakusha experience? Sachiko hesitated. Five decades had
passed since August 9, 1945. Would she speak? “Yes.”

On the evening of August 9, 1995, the ceremony at the Nagasaki Peace
Park was over. In a hotel lobby, Sachiko Yasui stood in front of an audience
of sixth-grade children and their parents. Sachiko stood tall, like a camphor
tree. She smiled at each child before her. They reminded her of Aki, Ichiro,
Misa, Toshi, and herself when she was young. Sachiko felt a surge of
strength, a clarity of mind. She was ready to speak. The crowd’s murmur-
ing stopped.

“This is an important day to talk about peace,” Sachiko said. She smiled
at each child again. “What can we do to take care of our peace?” Silence
wrapped around the room. Sachiko let the question hang in the air. “T hope
to give you something to move your heart, to make you think of our peace
for the future by telling you about the real misery that happened in the
past. To make it happen, I have to share my heart...with you,” Sachiko
said.

“I think it must be very hard for you to feel what happened because you
are so very young, but I'll try to speak about how strong you can be as a
human being when you encounter difficulties in the future.” Sachiko began
her story of the atomic bomb. She started with the egg.

I was six years old and hungry.

So were my three brothers and sister, Aki, Ichiro, Misa, and Toshi.
Little Toshi always got the egg, but our hen had not laid an egg that day.
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I remember the air-raid siren that morning.

Afterward, Mother and Toshi looked for the egg. Aki and Misa walked back
home. I stayed to play house with my friends. We patted mud into dumplings
beneath the billowing clouds.

Above, a B-29 engine whined.

The clouds parted.

Pikadon!

Toshi, Aki, Ichiro. They are gone now.
So is Misa.

My father.

My mother.
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Sachiko Yasui speaking to young students
Sachiko: Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’'s Story

I nearly died, too.

Sachiko paused. “What happened to me must never happen to you.” A

hush swallowed the room. The sixth graders and their parents sat motion-
less. Sachiko straightened her shoulders and held her head high. She
wanted the children to see that even an atomic bomb cannot kill a person’s

spirit. She began again. “The most important thing is to live your life. Life

is whatis important,” Sachiko’s voice grew, stronger, more confident. There

was so much more to say, but what would be most important to remem-
ber? Sachiko looked into the eyes of the children. “Remember this,” she
said.

Every word is precious. | One word can make you feel loved. | One word can

hurt. | One word can make you cry. | One word can break your heart. | One word

can do so much damage. | One word can lead people. | One word can protect world

peace. | Every word is precious.

“And when you grow up, remember to tell my story. Have your chil-

dren tell my story and their children and theirs...”

In 2014 Sachiko offered this advice to the young people of the world:

WHAT IS PEACE?
WHAT KIND OF PERSON SHOULD I BE?
KEEP PURSUING ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS.
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)
commemorate (73 %] camphor tree [ 7 X/ ¥ |
surge of strength [ 3ALRE L L]
clarity of mind [${2%Z-> %) 952 &] murmur [ EhHD 5]
encounter [ | air-raid [228®] dumplings [ B+ ]
beneath [~®» <] billowing cloud [#1k%] whine [ 7— > &5 57|
part [7;721 5] pause [DLEZEL] hush [{LE] swallow [@is ]

Exercises\

m Let’s scan!

1. What did the elementary school principal ask Sachiko to do?

2. What was Sachiko like when she stood tall?

3. Who reminded her of her family?

4. What must not happen to the sixth graders?

5. What did Sachiko say is precious?
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B Listening Test
Listen and complete the following passage.

Since August 9, 1995, Sachiko Yasui has traveled ' Japan,
to Canada, and to the United States, sharing her experience with thousands
of students; * at universities; and giving newspaper, radio, and
television ° . In 2005, the sixtieth anniversary of the dropping
of the bombs, Sachiko became * of *the Keisho-bu Branch of the
Nagasaki Foundation for the Promotion of Peace, an organization that supports

the public sharing of hibakusha experiences. She served as president of the
organization until 2013, telling her story and working to ° peace.
(3 A JRIRFAIHEE 1 23 kAR 6 2%)

B Vocabulary Review
Complete each sentence by using the words in the essay.

1. ROKR—=A 7L FA, BIFEOMFEL o7,
My boyfriend was ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) of the call.

2. LI BHICREOHERICOVTEZTCHHH) I EEH>TWA,

I hope to ( ) you think ( ) the earth in the future.

3. Az bid, BxE ZRTBEF 272
The girls ( ) mud ( ) dumplings.

4. iz, B2ESTICLT, HEELI DT,
He ( ) his shoulders and ( ) his head ( ).

5. bl FEBHITPFHIORY S ZHAATH 50 TL I,
( ) your children ( ) the importance of peace.

B Let’s discuss!
In what ways can people remember the dropping of atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
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Further Reading 1
—— ——

Mushroom Cloud Logo
=D ZEOH

The following is an excerpt from an arti-
cle, “One cloudy day,” covering a Japanese
high school girl who courageously and sin-
cerely raised a question about a mushroom
cloud logo.

Mushroom cloud logo for Richland
e High School Bombers as of 1999

When Nonoka Koga arrived at Richland
High School in the US state of Washington, she bought herself a hoodie
featuring the school logo. She was on a year-long exchange program,
wanted to fit in, and barely gave the design a second thought. Ten months
later, she had sparked a debate about the meaning of that logo.

On walls, T-shirts, and the floor of the basketball court at Richland High
is a large, green letter R against a cartoon mushroom cloud. It is a source of
local pride that the town produced the plutonium for the bomb that was
detonated over the city of Nagasaki in 1945. They say their work helped
bring an end to World War 2. “Proud of the cloud” is the school slogan. The
high school sports teams are known as the Bombers.

Koga arrived at the school in August 2018. At first, the local ideas about
the bomb barely registered with her. But that changed one day in history
class, when she heard for the first time an account very different to what
she had learned back in Japan. Later she talked about it with Shawn
Murphy, a teacher she was close to, and he asked if she knew what the
mushroom cloud on her hoodie actually was. “She was very shocked and
she was actually in tears,” says her teacher.

Mr. Murphy offered her a platform to share her ideas. With the help of
her host mother, she began working on a script. On May 30th, Koga played
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the video for the entire school. “Those who were bombed were civilians,
not soldiers. Should we have pride in killing innocent people?” Koga asks
in the video.

Koga says she was so nervous the night before the video was screened
that she couldn’t sleep. In the event, the response from her close friends
was overwhelmingly positive. “She’s brave, she’s courageous, I'm very
proud of her for stepping up and saying what she wanted to say,” Mr.
Murphy said. Koga’s video caught the attention of the local media, and it
sparked a debate among the Richland residents over the rights and wrongs
of the logo. (Hamamoto)

)
mushroom cloud [ ¥» 2% ]| featuring ~ [~% %L 7] hoodie [/$— 7% —]
fitin #5535 spark debate [z 75 detonate [RFHES €5 ]
register with [ (\) 1CHI%% 5.2 %] account [#iH]] platform [#2]
in the event [#%RMIZ] response [JUt. 2]
stepup [V H 1035, BilET 5]

Questions\ .

1. If you were Koga, would you have the courage to express your own opinion

if it were different from others?

2. Why did an atomic bomb’s mushroom cloud become the logo of Richland
High School where Koga went as an exchange student?




