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Do you know anyone who works for themselves?

Can you get up early?

[ am a weaver by my trade

I fell in love with a factory maid

And if I could but her favour win

I'd stand beside her and weave by steam

While most folksongs are thought of as rural, The Weaver
And The Factory Maid is a song about the impact of the
Industrial Revolution. It concerns a young man who will

go to any lengths to be with the woman he loves. What lifts 4 %0 tf} anyflengths ttc:;
~Fhlbiiky

s the song above banality is that he is prepared to give up his A ETLED ]
status as an independent self-employed weaver to go and  ° '?::ﬂgt{ ff ?L/Er% ’T
ol o MU

work under harsh conditions for someone else in a cotton
mill.

Today in the developed world almost all of us study and

10 work to a rhythm set by others. As children we go to school

at set times, change lesson according to chimes or a bell,

and have holidays when we are permitted to. As adults we

work in a similar fashion, and to most of us this seems quite

natural. Indeed, not doing anything much at all can seem 14 not doing anything
much at all= doing

15 immoral. As the proverb says, the Devil makes work for altvyistmesthing gt <l
idle hands. Yet this is not the case everywhere, nor was it 15’:::2;:“;;:’;'5“’5 ok
the case for most people in Britain before the Industrial TAABIE LT
Revolution. e ]

Before the Industrial Revolution, most people worked on

20 the farm, where the rhythm of work was dictated by the

changing seasons. At times like the harvest the work would

be very hard, even frantic, but at others there would be little
to do. As the children’s rhyme has it:
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First the farmer sows the seeds
Then he sits and takes his ease.

The average medieval peasant also benefitted from the huge
number of holidays mandated by the Catholic Church. In
short, people worked when there was something to do.

To gain the greatest profit from the huge investment and
risk involved in building a factory (or mill, as cloth factories
were called), the owner would need to have it running
continuously and at high speed. This requires workers to
work hard at set times, not when they feel like it. Thus the
defined working day was born, initially as much as sixteen
hours a day, but now usually eight. Also, factory owners
soon discovered that women had greater dexterity than men,
and were more biddable. They were willing to work for less
than men, and were less likely to cause trouble.

The working day also means that work is somewhere
else, bringing with it the commute. The drab uniformity of
thousands of men in dark suits pouring out of major stations
in the morning is a reminder of this imposed work pattern.
Working out of the home also gives people the idea that
housework is not really work. (“My wife/ mother doesn’t
work.”)

Industrialization brought huge economic growth and
eventually improved the lives of the whole population.
Initially, though, it depressed wages and spread misery. In
particular, it put many artisans out of business. Handloom
weavers, for example, could not compete with the new cotton
mills of Lancashire, and lost their independence, ending up
forced to work to another man’s rules in the factory. The
weavers had a skill that others did not have, and tending a
factory machine meant the loss of that skill, and the prestige
that went with it. This deskilling has of course continued.
Human beings make mistakes that machines do not, so
avoiding the human factor is a way to improve efficiency.
Shop staff do not even have to count change any more.
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The Weaver and the Factory Maid:Industrialization

A key part of self-respect at work is controlling one’s
own time. This is not necessarily connected with high
prestige or salary. Of course, top business people make their
own decisions, but so do independent technicians, such
as electricians and plumbers. Doctors and teachers come
somewhere in between: subject to time rules on consulting
or lesson times, but very free to do what they want within
those timeframes. This can be seen as an attraction of being
a housewife. In contrast, some workers in Britain cannot
even go to the bathroom when they want, or lose pay if
they do. (The reader will have to decide how this applies
to Japanese students.) Indeed, as one hamburger chain
operating in Japan found to its cost, the legal definition of a
manager is that they can choose their own hours.

The loss of the hand-made article which the Industrial
Revolution caused was a matter of regret to many people.
In the later 19" century William Morris started the Arts and
Crafts movement, an anti-industrial movement that advocated
the use of traditional materials and skilled craftsmanship. It
stressed beautiful things, but also the worker’s dignity.

Today the tension between the benefits and drawbacks
of industrialization continues. We gain from the cheapness
of well-made mass-produced goods. This includes food:
modern farming and fishing methods mean most people in

s the industrialized can eat meat and fish whenever they want,

which was not the case a hundred years ago. Yet people
also want individuality, so antique furniture, for example,
sells at high prices. Many people are proud of having some
technical skill. Many men like to be able to fix things
around the house or repair a car, regarding it as unmanly
to have to pay someone else to do it. Similarly, women can
be proud of their cooking, or their ability to sew and knit.
The TV programme based around the Women’s Institute
is called Jam and Jerusalem, half jokingly referring to the
WTI’s jam-making contests. One can see fishing as a hobby
(and growing one’s own vegetables) in this light: the angler
has the technical skill to put food on the table, even if it is

5

13

17

33

34

36

to its cost [{HE%
o T - mEHiiE
:H\’) TJ

William Morris:
(1834-96) 1 1) A
=R, 1860 4%
IZ4 FY ATRS -
7> Arts and Crafts
Movement ( 3 #lf L
FEE) O,

the Women'’s Institute
[ A 2] ik
Lelm AD R NEE S
R R R S
ko

Jam and Jerusalem:
BBC 7 L ¥ T it
Sz AF1) ADH
S & A LAE
Wa X574 —s E
ANLEO LA B 1T
Women' s Guide &
W I AR A
=k paTing,
in this light [ = @i
mirssiud



20

25

Britain Today Approached through Folk Song

actually just a hobby. (Increasingly, of course, women can
put up shelves and men can cook, but the gender divide
remains.)

On the subject of food, the fashion for organic food, and
for such things as corn-fed chicken and grass-fed beef, also
derives from this rejection of industrialism. Such food is
more expensive, and inefficiently produced, so it can only
be the preserve of the more affluent. But it seems more real:
real vegetables and real animals raised in the old-fashioned
way by areal farmer. Then again, given that a lot of chicken
smells of the fish on which it was fed, one can understand
the attraction of more expensive food.

People have not really been independent since the creation
of the first cities, but modern working life really makes clear
how far we depend on others and do what others expect
us to do. The frontier myth of independence is powerful
in the USA; in Britain the notion of self-sufficiency is
appealing, but rather at the level of feeling that one could
be self-sufficient if absolutely necessary. In the meantime
the modern pattern of work brings security, prosperity and
a perfectly pleasant way of life. Some people enjoy their
work. Others resent it, and forget about it the second they
leave the factory, office or shop. But they know that true
independence is impossible, and do not really think about
it. Of course we get up in the morning and go to work; that’s
life.

10

16

19

preserve [ 584 |
the preserve of the
more affluent [ X
DB NA T
sl (I e
given that~
[~EET DL
if % considering @
BT, #EHRAMN
WZohbhib,

the frontier myth of
independence:

T A 1 AR
DT XT 4TI
FEHOMN S D &
VAEE.

if absolutely necessary
[LEILIIBR
Hiugd-sLEH L
THEH I Lkdh
ERbhnwOThi
=



The Weaver and the Factory Maid:Industrialization

m A Choose the best answer to the questions.

1 What seems immoral?

a laziness b taking holidays
¢ not going to church d singing

2  What effect of the Industrial Revolution did not continue?

a low wages b deskilling
¢ loss of independence d working for others

3 Why did mill owners like women workers?

a They worked longer hours. b They were stronger.
¢ They were cheaper. d They had more imagination.

4 Who has most control over their working hours?

a doctors b teachers
¢ plumbers d housewives

5 What is a long-term benefit of the Industrial Revolution?

a antiques b technical skills
c carpentry d cheap food

B Match the word from the text with its definition.

a  sow ( ) i make cloth

b sew ( ) ii  make clothes

¢ dexterity ( ) iii  skill with the hands
d weave ( ) iv  bad point

e drawback ( ) v plant seeds
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N C Write the answer to the questions.

a How was a peasant better off than us?

b  What were the immediate effects of industrialization?

¢ Give a current example of deskilling.

d What did the Arts and Crafts movement value?

e Why can’t everyone eat organic food?

D Decide if the following statements are true or false.

The school day prepares us for the working day.

Women workers cause less trouble than men.

The Industrial Revolution brought immediate benefits to workers.
Independence means a high salary.

Men can’t cook.
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The Weaver and the Factory Maid:Industrialization

E Put one suitable word into each gap in the summary.

The modern @ day 1s one result of the Industrial Revolution. Mill
owners needed @ to keep machines running all the ® .
which led to people working at and for @ hours. Thisalso &

to deskilling, which still continues today. Controlling one’s own & isan
important part of self-respect and @ of this control leads to uniformity.
While industrialization has brought many ® , people feel the
need for individuality and skill, which are often expressed in @ .In

general, modern life is very convenient, but people still like to feel they could be

i) if necessary.

F Questions for further discussion and writing

* What is most important in choosing a job?

* Is a large company the best place to work?
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Susie Cleland: Mixed Marriage

Do you have friends from another country?

Do you know any international couples?

There lived a lady in Scotland

She’s fallen in love with an Englishman
Bonny Susie Cleland’s to be buried in Dundee

Susie Cleland is a simple, tragic ballad. The Scot Susie
Cleland falls in love with and wants to marry an Englishman,
in other words one of the enemy. For this perceived treachery
her parents kill her.

Britain is now a very multiracial, multicultural society.
It has also long been multi-religious, at least in a sectarian
Christian sense, as well as riven by class differences. In
such conditions, it is very possible to choose a partner who
is very different from oneself, a partner whose beliefs and
ethnicity may prove a challenge to other family members.

The Jews were expelled from England in 1290, and not
formally readmitted until 1656. After the Reformation,
from 1533 onwards, Catholicism was banned and Catholics
suffered official discrimination until 1829. (In both cases
the law was often only partly applied.) Both religious
groups continue to be regarded with mild suspicion, and
to marry one can still raise eyebrows. Both are regarded
as vaguely foreign, with peculiar beliefs, not the least of
which is taking religion altogether too seriously. Jews have
funny habits that nobody really understands, and Catholics
originate from Ireland and blindly obey their leader in
Rome.

If the partners are of different religions, problems may

—10—

17

i
borny [ 1L - i
PHuwwn | 2oy k
7V Flige

challenge [ ( 5 il 9
~&) PR RE

Reformation
Ex e

raise evebrows

[HzU0205]

- not the least of which

[& Y bitiEsofF
oAy - Aoehrn s
S 5 OEILH
which=beliefs



20

30

Susie Cleland: Mixed Marriage

arise within the marriage if both are religiously observant,
or, indeed, if one is observant and the other is a convinced
atheist. (It should also be pointed out that in Northern Ireland
a Catholic-Protestant marriage can actually be dangerous.)
Where one partner is Catholic, the Catholic Church used to
insist that the non-Catholic partner should agree to bring
up any children as Catholics. This would include Mass
every Sunday and attendance at Catholic school, at least for
primary education. This has now been softened, but remains
a strong preference. As far as Jews are concerned, it depends
much more on the individual, as Judaism is just as sectarian
as Christianity or Buddhism, and religious observance
and belief varies widely. Nonetheless, even such things as
celebrating Christmas can be a problem. Some solve this by
celebrating festivals from both religions, others by having
no religion at all.

Since the Second World War there has been a great
increase in Britons originating from the Indian subcontinent,
and these people are referred to as Asians, by others and
by themselves. They, or their families, continue to observe
their religions: Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. For many of
these families, marriage to anyone from a different religion,
including another Asian religion, is out of the question.
Asian Muslims also show strongly endogamous tendencies,
often marrying cousins. It is possible, even encouraged,
for a non-Muslim to convert to Islam prior to marriage to
a Muslim, and this does happen. On the other hand, one
is basically born a Hindu or a Sikh, so that the notion of
a white Sikh, for example, seems rather odd. Returning to
Jews, some Jews are concerned about assimilation, or the
disappearance of the Jewish community as it is absorbed
by mainstream non-observant culture. Nonetheless, mixed
marriages are quite common, and often the couple adopt the
general British way of largely ignoring religion.

It is not usually possible to tell someone’s religion just
by looking at them, unless they overtly mark it in some
way. Skin colour is another matter. Let us take the example

.
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of a white person marrying a black person. There remains
considerable racial prejudice in Britain, and white people
may not realize how widespread it is until after marriage.
In particular, their children may have difficulty at school,
from white children, obviously, but also from blacks, who
may also not accept mixed race children. Often there are
no real cultural, linguistic or religious problems, yet the
weight of history is felt: blacks are inferior, whites are the
oppressors. This would seem to apply above all when one
partner is black; south or east Asian origin is in itself less
of a problem.

The south of England is unusual in that people born and
raised in the same town may speak with different accents
depending on their social background. People from different
classes speak differently, are often educated differently,
eat and drink different things, wear different clothes, have
different life expectancies, the list is endless. In other words,
classdifferenceis everywhere in Britain (especially England),
and it is not just a question of money. Marriage across class
lines does occur, but it is not all that common, and it can
cause great awkwardness between the two families, as there
is no overt reason of colour, religion or language to explain
any lack of friendship, or just unease. It has been said that in
Britain class trumps race; a person of a different colour but

s from the same class is less of a problem than someone of the

same colour but from a different class.

One could perhaps sum up these difficulties of religion,
race and class as culture. A person’s background has a great
influence on the way they think. In mixed marriages, this
may manifest itself in ideas on the roles of husband and
wife, and on how to educate the children. In some cultures,
the man is the dominant partner (and the option for the
woman to promise to obey her husband still remains in the
Anglican marriage ceremony). Sometimes the kitchen, and
by extension perhaps the house, is the woman’s territory,
while the man is expected to be out winning the family’s
bread. And if things end badly, Anglo-Saxon culture tends
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Susie Cleland: Mixed Marriage

to regard the children as belonging to the mother, while
Islam sees them as the father’s.

Susie Cleland dies at the hands of her parents for the crime
of falling in love with a man from an alien, enemy country,
England. This seems absurd to us today, but the song is
sung to make us think about when we would not regard
cultural objections to marriage as absurd. We fall in love
and marry one individual person, but we all carry within us
the culture we were brought up in, and this includes many
unquestioned assumptions, much “common sense”.

Still, mixed marriages are commonplace in Britain today.
Many people are aware that there can be difficulties, but
approach their partner with love and with acceptance of all
that they are. Many people celebrate, and many children
grow up celebrating, multiple cultures, religions and
languages. It is a highly enriching experience.
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WA Choose the best answer to the questions.

1 In the past, what did a non-Catholic married to a Catholic have to do?

a agree not to live in Northern Ireland b become a Catholic
¢ bring the children up as Catholics d go to Mass on Sunday

2 Which religion can one not convert to?

a Hinduism b Islam
¢ Judaism d Christianity

3 In a black-white marriage, what causes the most problems?

a culture b history
¢ language d religion

4 What is most unusual about people from different classes in the same
town in southern England?

a different accents b different clothes
¢ different food d different schools

S Where is class difference strongest?

a England b Wales
¢ Scotland d Northern Ireland

B Match the word from the text with its definition.

a overt ( ) i clear

b inferior ( ) ii  most powerful

¢ sectarian ( ) iii lower, less good

d dominant ( ) iv say very strongly

e insist ( ) v to do with religious difference
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