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[l Passage

Some say that baseball is American’s most favorite ®pastime. Who invented
this popular sport? Its ®origin is not quite clear. Some believe that Abner
Doubleday invented it in Cooperstown, New York back in 1839. Some
others say that it ®originated in Great Britain much earlier than this. There
is no doubt that baseball has been quite a popular sportin America. Some
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“soldiers enjoyed it as recreation during the Civil War " in the early 1860s. After
the war, they helped to spread baseball “nationwide after going back to their
hometowns. Some teamsin this "era started ®charging spectators marking the
beginning of professional baseball. Like other professional sports, baseball has
produced some @legendary star players. Babe Ruth, the “Home Run King”, set
the lifetime home run record of 714 in 1935. In 1939, “the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and museum was created in Cooperstown where they ®display the ®plaques,
uniforms, bats and gloves of the famous star players. Among them is the bat used
by Ichiro Suzuki. It is still fresh on our minds that Ichiro set the “MLB single
season hitting record of 262 hits in 2004. Currently, there are thirty MLB teams, 29
in America and one in Canada. Each team plays over 160 games a year and in 2011
they “drew more than seventy million spectators. “As of 2012, the New York Yankees
have won the most " World Series, 27.
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Listening Comprehension .

Listen to the CD and choose the correct answer about the passage.
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An American college student did.
Itis not clear.
Mr. Doubleday did.

Seven hundred and fourteen.
Eight hundred and sixty.
It was in 1935.

The New York Yankees have their home ground there.
Babe Ruth was born in Cooperstown.
The Baseball Hall of Fame was built there in 1939.

All MLB teams are in the U.S.
Ichiro’s glove is in the Baseball Hall of Fame.
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Each MLB team plays more than 160 games a year.
Answers 1 2 3 4
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