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8 A BACKGROUND OF BRITISH CULTURE

A third type of school arose in villages and towns. These schools
were often run by the local church whose aim was to teach basic
literacy. In the early 19th century, Britain underwent an industrial
revolution. The demand for skilled labour led to the development of
s these local schools. At the end of the 19th century the school system
reflected the British class system. The upper class sent their children
to public school, the middle class sent their children to grammar school
and the working class sent their children to the local village or town

school.

10 The school system changed very little until after the Second World
War. Then it came under increasing criticism. Labour party support-
ers said it was unfair and inefficient. They argued that the small num-
ber of children who went to public and grammar schools got the best
education and therefore the best jobs. Children who went to local

15 schools, now called secondary moderns, received a second-rate edu-
cation. They couldn’t find a good job after they finished school. The
Labour party wanted “equality of opportunity.” They wanted all chil-
dren to go to a comprehensive school where they would get the same
education. In contrast, the Conservative party believed in “freedom

2
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of choice.” They said parents had the right to send their children to
any school they wanted.

Neither side won the battle. In the 1960’s the Labour party was elected
to power. It created many comprehensives by merging grammar and
secondary modern schools. Secondary moderns disappeared, but some
25 grammar schools survived. In the 1980’s the Conservative party took
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power. It promoted the growth of grammar schools and the indepen-
dent schools.

Today, most children attend either a comprehensive, a grammar or
an independent school. But not all children. Some go to a sixth Sform
college, which is similar to a Japanese yobiko. The sixth form college
only teaches pupils from 16 to 18, and the emphasis is getting into
university. Students spend little time on sports and other activities.
Other children go to a religious school. All the children at a reli-
gious school usually belong to the same faith. There are schools for
Christians, Jews and Muslims.

7 2 complex () [#4E2% ] of. complexity (%) / 2 evolve (&) [ER+ 5,

LT 5] cf evolution (%) / 2- over centuries (4]) [#RicdbrnT] /
3 replace (8)) [ 5T D) / 3- Instead (BI) [ZDK 0] / 4 alongside
(A1) [M#EAC| / 5 Chaucer, Geoffrey (13407 -1400) %FEDFEA, KFOA L
WHEN S AURIEI The Canterbury Tales (13877-1400). / 6 private (F) [ %
@1 /1 tator (%) [FEEHET] / 7 monastery (£) [158ERE| / 8 public school
()[R TV s 2R 7= HIR LR T L OB L KEEEFEE L HE
FALERMOPHmEEK. / 8 Eton (%) Harrow & A THMD T 1) o 2 2 4 —
Vo f 9 term (&) [HFE| / misleading (JZ) [FRM 5B E 5] / 10 general
public (%) [—#A#] / 11 wealthy (F2) [#48 7% | =rich, well-to-do / can afford
to~ (W) [~F2R%DH D] /12 avoid (B) [#13 %] / confusion (%) [i&
BL1 cf confuse (Bh) / 12— independent school (%) [ & PE. 7 & - EmEER| b L
DINT ) s 7 22— VDI k. [ 15 emerge (B)) [Hh 2|/ grammar school (%)
I AIBLSNAF ) S+l STUELELKEE Lh5®s4s /8 | arose
(B) arise (£E$M5) @BEFE / 2 run () run BET3) OBEFEE. 1 local
() TEBIO | 7 2-  basicliteracy (%) [EEREOFEATX8EH] / 3 underwent
(%)) undergo (#BET %) MiB%H. / 3- industrial revolution (&) [EEYEE]
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4 demand (%) [HE] / skilled (B) [#8EL7] / 6 reflect (8) [M4 5] /
11 it came under increasing criticism [ 3234 2 HE DAL ABLTES]
Labour party (%) [#%] / 11- supporter (%) [FH#F] 12 unfair () [F
B | of. fair / inefficient (2) [FEAESRAY] cf efficient / 15 second-rate (JE) [
Wl 1 17 “equality of opportunity” (&) [#&DH% | / 18 comprehensive
(F) [#-&897% ] / 19 Incontrast (4]) [3HEAY1Z] / Conservative party (%) [1E
FH| /19~ “freedom of choice” (%) [INOEM] / 22— be elected to power
(f]) [BHEZ#2] / 23 comprehensives = comprehensive school / merge (&)
(&4 %] 1 25 survive (81) [£ 555 ] / 25~ take power (8)) [EBiE% F
WANSL 4 9 1 promote () [{2#3 5] cf promotion / 6 emphasis (%)
[EA, BRENBILE] /10 Jew (B) 25V Al / Muslim (%) [E#GE]

—— Useful Expressions and Idioms

over centuries
The complex system has evolved over centuries.
The novel has been read over centuries.
instead
Instead new and old types exist alongside each other.
I will drink a cup of coffee this morning instead.
have + BRUZE(A - ) + BE A5
Rich people had their children taught at home by private tutors.
Will you have your car sent for me immediately?
such as ~
The first real schools were public schools, such as Eton, that were founded
in the 15th century.
The price of a Japanese car such as Toyota is very reasonable.
be open to
The school is open to the general public.

The library is open to every citizen.
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can afford to ~
Only wealthy parents can afford to send their children to public schools.
I can’t afford to buy such an expensive suit.
(very) little
The school system changed very little until after the Second World War.
She ate very little, just like a bird.
in contrast
In contrast, the Conservative party believed in“freedom of choice.”
In contrast, her husband didn’t like sweet things.
Neither ~
Neither side won the battle.
Neither boy gave up the game.
The emphasis is ~ing
The emphasis is getting into university.
The emphasis is earning much more money.
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Exercises

L ROIZOXT— K« ISZTILESERLE &L,

IanHE 2TDOHE
1. %R 1. Fit7-b
2. B® 2. T A AEERE
3. HEEE 3. HEE
4, 8 4. WIpE
5. Ma#Ew 5. f1(om)
6. Dl 6. DI
7. HHOE
8. hE
9. H<{B
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I. Why is the British secondary school system complex?

2. 'Who taught the children of rich families in Chaucer’s time?

3. What subjects did children study at grammar schools?

4. What did Britain undergo in the early 19th century?

5. Who said that the traditional school system was unfair and inefficient?
6. Which party, Labour or Conservative, won the elections in the 1960’s?

7. For whom do religious schools exist?

ITII. Dictation gj

IV. ROFMZEFRL & &,

. ZOHIEMMELM LT ENTX 7. (over centuries ZHWwT)
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2. Ridk% 7007 A EFIIT AT EbY, (have+ A+ BESHADE
XERAwT)

3. EFRANRT v T ADL) LA ) THBIREEE - HOMTARH
HIT &7z, (suchas # VT ; TAGRAH S | I become popular)

4. [bo@WRIRICAB RN DL L ZOEFILFE 7. (HBRIZAS]

i% buy an insurance, can afford ~ % HvC.)

5. FOKKERTIMRFEEHEFLzETEFOERICESLT BTV,
(The emphasis is ~ ing . .. # Fi\v: 5. [HREFCEE] the new world record)



