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g Unit 1 Sl

College Entrance Examinations in the United States
The Purpose of Written Statements Focusing on “Who | am”
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§B —Precept—

Character formation has traditionally been considered crucial in U.S. higher
education. When applying for prominent lvy League schools, writing which
emphasizes “who | really am” plays an important role.
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B —Understanding the Gist of Each Paragraph of the Main Passage—

Study Focus: College Admission Policy and Required Written Statements in U.S.

Gist of Each Paragraph

Introduction

[P1] Requirement of personal statement in addition to SAT.

[P2] Duties of admitted students (i.e., new college students): (1) to be a more
mature person, (2) to gain sufficient academic knowledge and learning
skills.

Body

[P3] Writing Test—Case 1: Columbia University. Focus on (1) personal
values, (2) how to contribute to Columbia’s diverse and collaborative
community.

[P4] Writing Test—Case 2: Princeton University. Focus on (1) concrete
experience of facing a difficult situation and generating an appropriate
solution.

[P5] Writing Test—Case 3: Dartmouth College. Focus on (1) personal
experience of a civic engagement or contribution to a given community or
society.

Conclusion

[P6] Common direction of Ivy League Schools = selecting the right person
with extensive academic knowledge, experience of civic engagement for
social contribution, and insight and passion for solving difficult problems
and issues.

) . 2
B —Main Passage and Oral Reading— W o

[P1] In addition to the U.S. nationwide standardized entrance examination
called SAT', personal statements are traditionally required for admission to
U.S. colleges and universities. Whether taking the form of a formal essay
or short statements, the writing plays an important part of the college



application procedure. The aim is to find promising candidates—who must
be competitive, spontaneous, highly motivated, self-responsible, self-
controlled, etc. In sum, being mature is requisite for college enrollment.

[P2] Why? This is because a foremost duty of college students is to be
capable and responsible in order to lead a meaningful and challenging
campus life. They are encouraged to become mature. To this end, while
gaining wider academic knowledge and hands-on skills, the achievement
of a matured self is deemed crucial. The following paragraphs describe the
information for required written statements at US Ivy League Universities.

[P3] Every year, Columbia University produces what they term “Columbia-
specific questions” as the writing supplement to their entrance examination
process. They aim to identify “intellectual curiosity, habits of mind, love
of learning and sense of self”. The example questions on their website
range from making simple lists of books and other literature enjoyed in
high school to a detailed description of “your own perspective, viewpoint
or lived experience” and how it can positively contribute to the diversity
of the Columbia academic community. Another question asks the
potential candidate to succinctly describe “something that brings you
joy”. Through these and similar writing prompts, the Columbia-specific
questions demonstrate with clarity not only the qualities desired of a
potential student, but also define and reflect the ideal Columbia University
experience itself.

[P4] Similarly, Princeton University requires a writing supplement which
includes an academic-oriented prompt based on the prospective student’s
desired degree, in addition to a graded sample of previous student writing.
Three other writing questions are carefully tailored to allow those in
charge of selection to carefully understand and critically review the
overall life experience, analytical abilities and emotional maturity of the
applicant. Examples include discussions of meaningful past activities or
experiences, future applications of insights gained from discussion about a
difficult issue, and, as at Colombia, “What brings you joy?”. An especially
unique example question is “What song represents the soundtrack of
your life at this moment?” These questions give applicants a chance to
make their voices heard and demonstrate their personal values, skills of
evaluation and application, and creativity.

[P5] In its supplementary writing section, the entrance examination of



Dartmouth College requires its students to write four essays in total,
one of which is a personal statement. The other three supplementary
short writings include a self-introduction, reasons for wanting to enter
Dartmouth, and a final short essay in response to a choice of prompts.
Topics for the latter include “What excites you?”, “In what ways do you
hope to make—or are you making—an impact?” and "What do you wonder
and think about?". Within the prompts, quotes are included by influential
individuals who reflect the Dartmouth educational policy such as civil
rights activist Dolores Huerta’.

[P6] With such questions, U.S. top-notch institutions are eager to find
attractive candidates. Although individual writing prompts may differ, they
all point to @ common direction. That is, the goal of admission process
lies in securing the right candidate, i.e., one with extensive academic
views, enriched insights in the face of hard-to-resolve life situations, and
solid passion and spirit for challenging and solving difficult issues and
questions. Also, the prospective student should demonstrate the ability to
work together in an analytical, objective, and creative manner leading to
new ideas and solutions, as this competence plays an integral role in the
university academic community.

[602 words]
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B Checking Your Oral Reading Speed Words Per Minute (WPM)
{Self / Pair / Group}
Measure your WPM using your cellphone or other timing device. Read
the passage aloud and determine whether your speed is sufficient for reading
texts by using the WPM index below.

Words Per Minute (WPM) Index

Total Words + Your Reading Time (in seconds) x 60 = Your WPM
€ Target WPM =110-125. vs. * My WPM = ( )

If your WPM is in the range of the Target WPM, your reading-aloud speed is
sufficient to read texts. If your WPM is beyond 125, it is nearing native WPM.
If your WPM is below 100, you need to work on your reading speed.

3 —Vocabulary Building—
Important Words / Phrases / Sentences

This vocabulary list contains important words, phrases and sentences from the
passage. Using an English-Japanese dictionary or website, please write the Japanese
meaning in blank parts.

English Japanese

[P1]
personal statements H @iy
admission to U.S. colleges and universities
plays an important part of
promising candidates e v
competitive, spontaneous, highly motivated,

self-responsible, self-controlled

requisite for e (N OZAE
[P2]
a foremost duty R EEGE
meaningful and challenging HERTRIDPVOD S

the achievement of a matured self W LA E %25



the information for required written statements

[P3]
as the writing supplement to
intellectual curiosity, habits of mind, love of
learning and sense of self
the potential candidate
succinctly describe
through these and similar writing prompts

the qualities desired of a potential student

[P4]
an academic-oriented prompt
a graded sample of previous student writing

are carefully tailored

those in charge of selection

analytical abilities and emotional maturity
future applications of insights

make their voices heard

skills of evaluation and application
[P5]
in response to a choice of prompts
civil rights activist
[P6]
top-notch institutions
in the face of hard-to-resolve life situations

in an analytical, objective, and creative manner
plays an integral role in
the university academic community

<Total: 31 Useful Expressions>
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ﬂ —Responsive Writing: In Pursuit of Wider Views and Deeper
Thoughts—

From the passage, what point(s) have you gained or learned as good hints for
making yourself a prudent and insightful person? This Eureka (new finding) will
become a good medium for generating a big question or obtaining new knowledge
and findings through discussion with your classmates. Describe your Eureka in 100-
120 words.

My Eureka (New Finding) from the Passage ( ) words




ﬂ» —Note Taking and Exchanging ldeas—Listening Practice and
Follow-Up Discussion—

Write down keywords, phrases, or important points from your classmates’
presentations on My Eureka. Then hold a discussion using this information. Try to
raise a big question or obtain further new knowledge through active interaction.

B} —Reflection with a Pure Mind—
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